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and have somewhat of the same French character, though
the British elenlent is stronger. The original settlers were
later reinforced by negroes, many freed from slavery by
British warships, and by Indians and Chinese. Since it was
used like Mauritius as a French base during the Napoleonic
wars, it was also captured by the British and ceded in 1814.
The Seychelles were likewise fortunate in a French Governor,
de Quincy, who was originally appointed by King Louis XVI,
and not only remained at his post throughout the Revolu-
tionary and Napoleonic periods, but was actually confirmed
in his post by the British, and eventually died in Mahe in
1827, having ruled the islands to their great benefit for
thirty-eight years.
The islands, which are very lovely and fertile, have for
the most part a healthy climate, and offer many attractions
to the visitor or even for longer residence, since living is
cheap. General Gordon once styled the islands uthe garden
of Eden," and certainly few who visit them fail to succumb
to their charm. Their principal industry consists in the
products of the coconut, and Praslin island grows the famous
coco-de-mer^ or double coconut, which is unique. The
fisheries form another staple industry, and guano is largely
exported from some of the islands, together with cim&mon,
vanilla and other products, including tortoiseshell Giant
turtles are common in the Aldabra group*
The islands, which have been somewhat neglected in the
past, have many potential resources, and these will now be
actively developed under schemes which have lately been
approved. The Governor is advised by small executive
and legislative councils, both of which have unofficial
members.